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1. The side event went well in terms of Content, discussions and participation. Around sixty seven 

persons, including panelists and special invitees attended. Especially it is worth noting the high 

level of participation: three African ministers (Chad, The Gambia and Mali) mobilized by the AUC, 

the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture 

of the AUC. 

2. Two statements were made by AUC – COMREA and by the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD. 

COMREA focused on the importance of the GGWSSI for food security, adaptation and mitigation 

to climate change (annex 1). The Executive Secretary of the UNCCD stressed on the contribution 

of the GGWSSI to combatting desertification and on the need to consider that combatting 

desertification is not only a matter of soil conservation and forestry measures, but all actions 

contributing to development, food security and improvement of livelihoods of people leaving on 

the margins of the Sahara desert and the Sahel. He gave the example of Kenya where population 

in a village topped market access and trade as priority measure to combat desertification. 

Taking the example of Niger where local communities from their own resources recovered more 

than 5 000 ha of degraded land, he stated that the GGWSSI is something feasible and needed in 

the context of the UNCCD and of the two others RIO Conventions implementation 

3. AUC, the World Bank and the GEF made presentations on the achievements of their respective 

programs and projects in support to the implementation of the GGWSSI. See presentations 

attached. GEF reaffirmed its commitments to continue supporting the implementation of the 

initiative. 

4. Discussions during the event focused on the followings: 

a. The need for partners to align their actions on the priorities defined by the countries; 

b. The need to really work towards setting up a wider coalition for the implementation of 

the GGWSSI; 

c. The need to put emphasis on resources mobilization, so that investments on the ground 

occurred more; 

d. The need for the GEF to better guide constituencies and Country teams on how to use 

STAR allocation and procedures to facilitate the GGWSSI access to GEF funding; 

e. The need to give more importance to research and science in the implementation of the 

initiative at national level as well as at regional level (after aligning the strategy to the 

ten year strategy of the UNCCD, one question may be: How to link the scientific aspects 

in the implementation of the GGWSSI to the work done by UNCCD/CST?); 

f. Need to strengthen local capacities for the implementation of the Initiative: through 

formal (Education) and informal methods. 

g. The need for really engaging the civil society in the work done by government officials. 



5. Feedback from participants highlighted the importance for the partners to support Africa in a 

coherent manner to implement the GGWSSI. Presentation from the World Bank, as well as 

address from the GEF was positively appreciated and participants expect those two institutions 

to really work closely with AUC and African institutions and countries for the implementation of 

the Initiative. 

6. Great thanks to Madeleen Elmer who brilliantly facilitate the event. 
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 Madam Chair of this event, 

 Honourable Ministers, 

 Ladies and Gentlemen. 

It is a great honour and privilege for me to take part in this side event that seeks 

to build a wider collaborative partnership/or alliance with the key stakeholders 

with a view to accelerating the implementation of the Great Green Wall for the 

Sahara and the Sahel Initiative.  

 

Allow me to specially thank all the ministers  and AUC special invitees attending 

the event, and specially to the Minister of the Gambia who accepted to deliver 

key contributions on how to enhance the partnership for the implementation of 

the GGWSSI. 

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Through various decisions of the AU Assembly since 2007, the African Union 

Commission was called upon to facilitate and coordinate the implementation of 

the GGWSSI, as well as to mobilize financial resources to realize that end. 

Responding to these decisions, AUC, in collaboration with the European Union, 

FAO and the UNCCD Institutions, namely, the Global Mechanism and the 

Secretariat, has tried to put in place an enabling environment for the 

implementation of the GGWSSI. Two projects, covering 13 countries are engaged, 

through this support, in elaborating national action plans, a regional harmonized 



strategy, as well as a knowledge management and best practices sharing platform. 

The thrust to mobilize resources has been hinged on these milestones.  

The work done by the African Union Commission and its partners have paved the 

way for field investments by the World Bank through its Sahel and West Africa 

Programme. We must recognize that, to date, only this initiative of the World 

Bank supports field interventions. 

 

This side event organized by the African Union Commission and the partners aims 

at presenting what we have achieved so far, and to identify ways and means to 

attract more donors and boost the implementation of the Initiative. 

 

Recently in Arusha, Tanzania, the 14th session of the African Ministerial 

Conference on Environment decided to consider the Great Green Wall as a 

flagship programme representing Africa’s contribution to the achievement of 

neutral land degradation. At the same time, there was recognition that this 

endeavor would bolster Africa’s commitments towards climate change mitigation 

and adaptation. The same AMCEN’s session paved the way for Africa to speak 

with one voice regarding the implementation of the Initiative. I may ensure you 

that African Union Commission, as usual, will do its best in implementing this 

African ministerial decision which aims at pulling out more than 200 million 

Africans from food insecurity and poverty. 

 

I take this opportunity to convey my sincere appreciation to all of our partners 

that are working diligently with the African Union Commission to support AU 

member States in implementing the AU/NEPAD flagship programme. The aim of 



the programme is to halt the advancement of Sahara desert and improving the 

livelihoods of people easing on the margins of the Sahara desert and the Sahel. 

The programme will also enhance the capacity of communities to improving their 

resilience to climate change and climate variability. Allow me to expressly name 

the European Union, which, under the theme 6 of the AU-EU strategic partnership, 

climate change and environment, has provided the Commission with a grant of 

1.4 million Euros to foster a conducive environment for the implementation of 

the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative in eight (8) African 

countries. This assistance has also been extended to the Food and Agricultural 

Organization currently supporting the Commission in five (5) other countries. My 

sincere gratitude goes also to the GEF and the World Bank that are jointly 

supporting 12 African countries to implement the Great Green Wall through the 

Sahel and West Africa Programme.  

 

On this note, I wish to reassure you, Your Excellencies, Honourable Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, that the African Union Commission, together with its 

partners and in particular the EU, FAO, the UNCCD bodies, the Pan African Agency 

of the Great Green Wall, the NEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency, among 

others, will continue to support the implementation of the Great Green Wall for 

the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative to promote the implementation of long term 

solutions to that would mitigate the effects of the recurrent drought which 

undermine the development efforts in the Sahel and in the Horn of Africa. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 

 


